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The following information was provided by Linda Williams, the Director of the West Cemetery on South 
Main Street, on what is involved with managing a cemetery.  Linda has done extensive research and 
history on the cemeteries in the area. 
 
The following were all recommendations made by Linda following her visit to the Hammond Cemetery 
and measurements she took of the property. 
 

 Linda recommends a 15’ or 16’ access road be constructed on the west side of the cemetery to 
allow for access to the back of the cemetery for easier maintenance of the lot. 

 She believes there is room for 30 gravesites located between Washington St Ext. and the first 
row of existing headstones.  She suggests each grave be 4’ x 8’ and we can get 10 graves across 
and 3 rows down towards the road.   

 Each 4’ x 8’ grave needs to have cornerstones which she purchases from Miller & Ketcham 
Funeral Home.  She said a Town person with knowledge of the cemetery should always be 
present when the cornerstones are installed.   

 She recommends we go with cremations only and you can get 4 cremation urns per 4’ x 8’ grave. 

 Cremation urns need to be placed inside a wood, metal or plastic container which can be 
purchased from the funeral home or online. 

 She doesn’t think we should allow headstones, only the low markers flush with the ground. 

 West Cemetery currently charges $500 for a 4’ x 8’ plot and $95 for the cornerstones.  She 
provided a sample of a certificate the West Cemetery provides people when they purchase a 
plot. 

 Richard Brousseau of Cornwall does grave digging for West Cemetery and Saint Mary’s.   

 She thought there was ample room in the back corner by the trees for the Bushey family to have 
plots. 

 She also thought it would be good if the Selectboard simply said no more burials allowed and 
not get into the cemetery business. 

 
Linda said the Vermont Old Cemetery Association would be helpful, and the “Digging Deep – Unearthing 
the Mysteries of Burial and Cemetery Law” publication from the Secretary of State’s Office. 
 
Upon looking at the Digging Deep publication, here are some of the things that were mentioned in 
regards to town cemeteries: 

 Burial-transit permits are required to bury a person’s remains. 

 Prior to selling lots, a record plat of the cemetery is made and recorded. 

 Fees from the sale of lost must be used exclusively for the cemetery or placed in perpetual care 
fund. 

 Town cemeteries function like a Town department and are subject to laws that apply generally 
to municipalities including the open meeting laws and public records act. 

 The Selectboard control and oversee the town’s public burial grounds unless the town has voted 
to elect cemetery commissioners to assume the duties of caring and management of the 
cemetery. 



 The publication also mentions towns establishing bylaws and regulations for the town burial 
ground. 

 Cemetery commissioners are responsible for laying out, selling and conveying cemetery lots. 
One cemetery commissioner, appointed by the commission, may grant and convey lots in the 
town’s name, and the deeds recorded with the Town Clerk. 

 
Other resources provided in the “Digging Deep” publication include: 
 
Jenny Prosser, General Counsel & Director of Municipal Assistance (802) 828-1027 
Chris Winters, Deputy Secretary of State, (802) 828-2124 
Vermont Cemetery Association:  http://vermontcemeteryassociation.org 
Vermont Old Cemetery Association:  http://voca58.org/ 
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